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Abstract submissions for the Safety Summit do not need to be 
formal papers, but rather should present any project that made 
a difference in spine surgery quality, safety, or value. Submission 
welcome in any area of spine surgery safety, including:

ABSTRACT CATEGORIES

u Neuro safety	 u AVBT		  	 u Host Optimization	
u Infection	 u Enabling Technology 	 u Systems, Culture, Etc.

DATES AND DEADLINES

SUBMISSION  
DEADLINE

NOTIFICATIONS  
SENT

PRESENTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE

February 6, 2023 February 20, 2023 March 5, 2023

Call for Abstracts!

Faculty subject to change

CHAIRMAN
Michael G. Vitale, MD, MPH

CO-CHAIRS 

Roger Härtl, MD
Lawrence G. Lenke, MD
Firoz Miyanji, MD, FRCSC
Rajiv Sethi, MD

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Christopher Ahmad, MD

FACULTY

LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT ONLINE VIA THE LINK AT 

  SafetyInSpineSurgery.com

https://safetyinspinesurgery.com/meeting/the-8th-annual-safety-in-spine-surgery-summit/
https://safetyinspinesurgery.com/
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u Neurologic, orthopedic, 
pediatric and trauma surgeons, 
fellows, and residents

u Pre-op to recovery spine 
surgery team members:
o Nurses	 o PAs

o Neuro monitoring	  
o OR techs

u Hospital quality and  
safety personnel

Discuss best practices for safety during 

the pre, intra, and post-surgical stages  

of spine surgery.

Describe how the development of specific 

talent, culture and team characteristics 

can enhance safety in spine surgery.

Discuss methods to optimize surgeon 

performance in the OR and beyond.

Course Objectives

At the completion of the program, participants  
should be able to:

1

2

3
SHOULD 
ATTE ND

Who
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Program
Sharpening Your Scalpel: Optimizing Performance and Preparation Across the Episode of Spine Care

u SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023
7:00–
7:25 AM

Registration and Continental Breakfast

7:25 Welcome to NYP		  W. LEVINE

SESSION 1: Framing the Problem
MOD: R. SETHI, MD

7:31 Welcome to SSS M. VITALE,  
MD, MPH

7:45 Complication evolution 
over time: Strategies and 
challenges

E. KLINEBERG, MD

7:57 Neurological safety across 
my career

L. LENKE, MD

SESSION 2: Performing Before the OR
MOD: R HÄRTL, MD

8:19 How I prepare for adult 
deformity reconstruction, 
step by step

H.J. KIM, MD

8:28 Optimization of the pediatric 
neuromuscular patient

A. SAMDANI, MD

8:37 Optimization of the adult 
deformity patient

R. SETHI, MD

SESSION 3: Using Technology to Make 
ORs Safer (or At Least Different)
MOD: L LENKE, MD

8:53 My experience with robotics	 B. CARLSON, MD

9:04 Advanced visualization 
techniques in spine: Pros  
and cons

R. HÄRTL, MD

9:15 Rational adoption of new 
technology

Z. SARDAR, MD

SESSION 4: Performing After the OR
MOD: M. VITALE, MD, MPH

9:37 ERAS protocols M. VIRK, MD

9:48 Educating the next generation 
of spine surgery in spine safety

T. PROTOPSALTIS, 
MD

10:05 Refreshment break

SESSION 5: Culture and Team
MOD: F. MIYANJI, MD

10:26 Introduction: McChrystal video

10:31 Teams F. MIYANJI, MD

10:42 How do you advocate for 
teams in the setting of 
pressured healthcare system 
economics?

PANEL: SETHI, 
VITALE, LENKE, 

KLINEBERG, KIM, 
CHOU

SESSION 6: Keynote
11:03 Introduction of keynote 

speaker

M. VITALE,  
MD, MPH

11:09 Keynote Lecture: 
Sharpening Your Scalpel

DR. CHRISTOPHER 
AHMAD

11:44 Acknowledgement of Premier 
& Platinum Supporters

M. VITALE,  
MD, MPH

11:55 Lunch

SESSION 7: Best Papers
MOD:  R. SETHI, MD

12:41 PM Best Papers and Discussion

SESSION 8: Performing Better 
Under Duress
MOD: L. LENKE, MD

1:04 Cognitive load in the 
operating room: How it can 
affect your performance

D. CHOU, MD

1:12 Q&A
Program subject to change.
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Share your Spine Surgery Safety efforts that have made a difference! 
Formal and informal submission welcome in any area of spine surgery 
safety, including neuro safety, infection, AVBT, enabling technology, host 
optimization, systems, culture, etc.

NOTE! The three Best Papers are invited to present from the podium at the 
Safety in Spine Surgery Summit. Additional abstracts may be invited to present 
digitally via E-Presentation or video.

Submission Deadline Notifications Sent
February 6, 2023 February 20, 2023

If you have any questions, please email Kate Laney at  
klaney@broad-water.com, or call (630) 681-1040 x301

FELLOW SCHOLARSHIPS

Current spine fellows who submit abstracts are eligible for a limited number 
of scholarships, which will include free registration to the Summit. Pending 
sufficient program support, additional funding towards travel may be offered.

To apply, each fellow must submit an abstract as a Presenting Author by  
Feb. 6th and indicate that they are a current fellow on the submission form. 
We will send scholarship notifications out by February 15, 2023.
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1:14 I just lost motors—now what? 
with audience participation 

M. VITALE,  
MD, MPH

1:44 Q&A

1:50 Strategies to address and 
tackle burnout and job 
dissatisfaction with spine 
surgeons

PANEL: ALBERT, 
MIYANJI, LENKE, 
PROTOPSALTIS, 

SAMDANI

SESSION 9: Performing at the  
Macro Level
MOD: M. VITALE, MD, MPH

2:25 NASS advocacy for  
patient safety

E. TRUUMEES, MD

2:32 What have study groups 
taught us about complication 
mitigation and what 
strategies are important?

E. KLINEBERG, 
MD

3:05 Where are we going with 
value-based care?

R. SETHI, MD

3:20 Closing comments M. VITALE,  
MD, MPH

Submit an Abstract

Submit Now

https://safetyinspinesurgery.com/
https://form.jotform.com/223335707492054


6 SAFETY  IN SPINE SURGERY SUMMIT

Meeting Location and Hotel

LOCATION

Roy and Diana Vagelos Education Center 
(VEC) at Columbia University 

104 Haven Ave. 
New York, NY 10032

Shuttle service for participants will run 
between the Warwick and the VEC on 
Saturday morning and evening. Further 
details will be provided in registration 
confirmation materials.

HOTEL 

Participants are invited to stay at  
The Warwick New York Hotel, an elegant 
hotel located close to Central Park in 
Midtown. Space will fill rapidly!  
We recommend booking soon.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

u ROOM RATES: $355 p/night Premier City 
View King Room

u Contact the Warwick and provide the 
group name Safety in Spine Surgery 
Project (S3P)
u HOTEL DIRECT: 1-(212)-247-2700
u TOLL-FREE: 1-(800)-223-4099 (USA 

and Canada)
u EMAIL: res.nyfit@warwickhotels.com

Booking Deadline: Sunday,  
March 12, 2023.

THE WARWICK NEW YORK HOTEL

BOOKING 

DEADLINE

Sunday,  

March 12, 2023

6

Make Reservations Here

The Warwick features elegant dining 

options in the heart of Midtown.

mailto:res.nyfit%40warwickhotels.com?subject=
https://myreservations.warwickhotels.com/?chain=22256&hotel=78109&arrive=2023-04-13&depart=2023-04-16&configcode=Group&group=BRO413
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Registration
 

 

COURSE REGISTRATION

SURGEONS $765

FELLOWS/RESIDENTS/ALLIED 
HEALTH $475

HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION, 
CORPORATE PERSONNEL $765

LATE REGISTRATION FEE  
(AFTER MARCH 17) $100

PROGRAM DETAILS

u The program will commence  
at 7:30 am and adjourn at 4:00 pm  
on Saturday, April 15, 2023

u Registration includes breakfast, 
breaks, lunch, and meeting materials

QUESTIONS

Safety in Spine Surgery Project,  
c/o BroadWater

amatta@broad-water.com

1 (630) 681-1040

7R EG ISTER :  SafetyInSpineSurgery.com

Fast, Easy, and Secure Online Registration: 

SafetyInSpineSurgery.com

Register Here

Register early as the limited space will fill very rapidly!

Roy and Diana Vagelos Education Center 
(VEC) at Columbia University

https://safetyinspinesurgery.com/
mailto:amatta%40broad-water.com?subject=
https://safetyinspinesurgery.com/
http://broadwater.regfox.com/safety-2023
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REFUNDS
u You may cancel your registration for a full refund in case of health-related 

travel restrictions (from institution or state or federal government) or  
medical emergency.

u Cancellation for other reasons: Full refund less $100 administrative fee if 
written notice of cancelation is received prior to March 17. No refunds given 
after March 17, 2023.

u Other costs incurred by the registrant, such as airline or hotel penalties,  
are the responsibility of the registrant.

ATTENDANCE

The course chairs reserve the right to refuse admission to anyone whose 
presence is incompatible with course objectives.

CANCELLATION OR NON-ATTENDANCE
u In the unlikely event that pandemic conditions prevent us from holding the 

Safety Summit in person, 50% of registration fees will be refunded and  
50% of registration fees will be applied either to a virtual meeting, or  
to next year’s meeting.

u In the unlikely event of insufficient enrollment, we reserve the right to cancel 
the course 21 days prior. Registrants will be notified by certified mail and 
registration fees will be refunded. Airline and other costs incurred by the 
registrant are the responsibility of the registrant and will not be refunded. 

PHYSICIAN ACCREDITATION AND CREDIT DESIGNATION 

In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and 
implemented by Medical Education Resources (MER) and the Safety in Spine 
Surgery Project (S3P). MER is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC),  
to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Medical Education Resources designates this live activity for a maximum  
of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

DISCLOSURE POLICY

Medical Education Resources insures balance, independence, objectivity, and 
scientific rigor in all our educational activities. In accordance with this policy, 
MER identifies conflicts of interest with its instructors, content managers, and 
other individuals who are in a position to control the content of an activity. 
Conflicts are resolved by MER to ensure that all scientific research referred 
to, reported, or used in a CME activity conforms to the generally accepted 
standards of experimental design, data collection, and analysis. MER is 
committed to providing its learners with high-quality CME activities that 
promote improvements or quality in health care and not the business interest  
of a commercial interest.

JOINT PROVIDERSHIP

This program is jointly provided by Medical Education 
Resources, Inc. and the Safety in Spine Surgery Project 
(S3P).

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT

Various medical companies have been invited to support this course. Full 
disclosure of financial and other support will be disclosed in the course 
syllabus materials.

8


